END OF THE KING AND OF THE GIRONDE
have done nearly so well. The armies of the Rhine and
the North were in a state of disintegration; the entire
French front, in danger of collapse. Through the in-
fluence of Robespierre he was appointed commissioner
at the front with almost absolute power over two armies
and five departments. The whole spirit of the army
changed a few days after his arrival. He radiated
authority. He arrested, fusilladed, promoted, demoted,
issued decrees that from anybody but him would have
seemed madly extravagant. Women were exiled from
the army; officers and men, ordered to sleep in their
tents and without removing their clothes. When
soldiers ran away from the enemy, he had cavalry saber
them. Regimental commanders were told that if their
men retreated they themselves would be shot. Nor did
he hesitate to plunge into the thick of battle himself.
His crested hat and tricolour sash of office were a
terror and an inspiration. Victory followed wherever he
went. Wissembourg, Landau, Charleroi, Fleurus were
far more his work than that of the military commanders.
"When you are with the army, you are the Commander
in Chief", Jourdan said to him.
Critics who decry Robespierre speak often with en-
thusiasm and always with respect of Saint-Just. Michelet
stands aghast before him and calls him a "glorious
tyrant". Taine sees him as a "living sword". Levasseur
says: "Who, while regarding Saint-Just with horror,
would dare say: I do not respect him?"
In nothing was Napoleon's star so propitious to him
as in removing Saint-Just from his path. That terrible
republican would have been a match for the terrible
imperialist. Up to the time when he died, Saint-Just
gave greater promise than Napoleon, who, no more
than he, could have extricated himself from the fatal
net of Thermidor.
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